Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.055; wR factor = 0.146; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.0.
The title compound, [Cu 2 (C 9 H 12 N 4 ) 3 ](CF 3 SO 3 ) 2 , contains two Cu I ions, three bis(1-methylimidazol-2-yl)methane (Me 2 BIM) ligands, and two trifluoromethanesulfonate anions in the asymmetric unit. Each Cu I ion has a distorted trigonal-planar geometry and is coordinated by two N atoms from the Me 2 BIM ligand and another N atom from the Me 2 BIM that acts as a bridging ligand, another N atom of the bridging Me 2 BIM being linked to the second Cu I ion. The imidazole rings of Me 2 BIM form intramolecular -stacking interactions [centroid-centroid distances = 3.445 (2) and 3.547 (2) Å ]. (Byers & Canty, 1990; Elgafi et al., 1997) .
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Experimental
Crystal data [Cu 2 (C 9 After addition of Et 2 O (7 ml), the resulting precipitates were collected by filtration and dried to give an yellow powder in a 65% yield. Single crystals suitable for X-ray crystallographic analysis were obtained by recrystallization from CH 2 Cl 2 / MeCN/Et 2 O.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms attached to carbon atoms were positioned geometrically and treated as riding with aromatic C-H = 0.95 Å, methyl C-H = 0.98 Å, and methylenic C-H = 0.99 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) .
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Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular view of the title compound with the atomic numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. Fig. 2 . The crystal packing of the title compound viewed along the c axis. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. Hydrogen atoms that are not involved in hydrogen bonding are omitted for clarity. (2), respectively. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. Hydrogen atoms that are not involved in hydrogen bonding have been omitted for clarity.
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